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-1t you wonder ‘what has happened {5 our citi-
zens' privacy, lisica fo a summary I have just
compleled. Incredible? Cue would have thought
50, Imposolb‘c? One would have hoped so. Un-
foriunately, it is the = m d fruth, Herve arve the
ugly facts:
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-More than 2,600 compulers ave now working
away -— clank, clank, clank -~ in Washinglon.
They have a full-time polential of supplying a
stack of records 2,000 iles high every yeaw,
About 250,030 — yes, 230,000 ~- povernmient em-
ploves arve chiefly involved with filing (he paper
inlo cabinels. These cabinets cover 25 million
cubie, feet of fioor space, Thal's move than 19
{imes the entire rentable fleor space i the vast
102-story FEmpire State Building — only fow the
filing cabinets, The exccilive hranch alone has.
two million. - . : o,
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Yot {he government is notw inslalling addi-
tional data-processing eompitters at the asteund-
inz rate of 590 a year - with an emphasis on
piling up information about our citizens.

“PRIVACY,” $AID late, great Prof. Clinfon
Rossiter, *is an uubreakable wall of diznity
against {he ealire world.” But start with your in-
coime tax declaration — 1))0 Uy the most pri
vate, intimately revealing thing demanded of citi
zens, Neavly &3 million of us a:x:nuyn*.cr pea santy
filed these with the Internal Revenue Sarvice this
yeav, The @eclavations stavted out to he inviclale.
Today, lavgely uplmovn to the &) 1aillion, that
essen tial privacy is a mere chavade,

Twenty -three fedeval a rfcncu:e» 16w h?\e direct
access 1o our clilizens’ income fax rvebnus for an
official folal of 100 reascus.

Do ot hold the TRS responsivle for this. Tt
has fought intrusions teoth and nail, But cutside
agencies have contrived their infwusicns to the
IRS’s utler dismay. - . -~ - .o

WITIL HE 109 RE'}ASO'\b avcularﬂ(_ to the 23
agencies, what an oulrazcous cpening for scats
tered burecaucralic insiders. And what an oppor-
tunity for crooks, pressure hoys, spite artists in
yowr neighberhood, -political vppencnls of yaen in'
public life, business rivals and othgrs who can
quietly get your declaration by cozy 1‘01a( ionghips,
bubcly and ether neans . L. - .

The last census, which i3 still in (hc -data~
processing comptiders,” was not a count of our

-populaticen, as the Constitution demands, It was,

instead, a systemalic pencivation of ouy privacy,

STATINTL

Wi oubu :dly useful bLt e\panded never{ ncle.«ts" in
accord with the over-all nvasion -— this worm in

the American apple. o

The Civil Service Conmnmm on Inquiry, ree

plies that, yes, it now docs compile “lead in-

formation relaling lo possible questions” ihat
might come up about countless pcm]c‘ So does

the Post Office Deparhment, So does the Departs

ment of the Inferior, Ri¢ mu.;ou:]y, even the cle-

phantine Inferstate Comnerce Commission, {0
owr countiy's shame, gels into {kds Intrusion on
such a scala that mayhs the 1CC sheuld elve up
its frue- im‘cl-on entively end just go into the
Lusiness of building libraries for ifzelf.

TIHE PENTAGON ADNMULS it has dossiers*on
20 millicn Americans cutside the avmed foices,
Its data bank also kcn‘ps-'iilc on 1,560 org am/"t«
tions, il you can conceive of that many. In fac
the Peniagon admits thal it processes an wcrar/e
1,200 requests a day -for undisclosed information.

The Justice Department lists 13,200 names, of

persons known (o have weed violence, And there
are, of course, the vilal iiles of 1t=s *uvo»llgatne

agency, the FBIL

The Sccret Sorvice has compiled. on its own
a colessal file of what it tells me are ¢

erEons -

of intevest,” These include those wioee only bhid

Tor Seerct Service allention is ‘hox crificism of
government policies, '

T8 Central Tntcllm, Agc—ncy’s persenal i
formation files ave {op secret «— sud tremendous,
The CIA has juvisdiction only ehroad, not in the
United States, Nevertheless, the CIA mazintaing
secret offices in a score of U. S, citles (otally
unkaown fo our public, .

Big Brother's inbrusicn iato ouv Ammncan life
is not new, nor is ils incredible wdercover, uive-
vealed expansion schemed and plaaned in the
sense of a sinister design, Actunlly, it's a drift,
like a spreading cancer is a drift. And, behind
the scenes foday's clectronic téchnological ad-
atices are spreading the dviit on a scale {hat

_should frighlen our public out of its Loota,

"These advances allow Big Brother to acquire,
slore and use tremendous files of informalion
Big Brother collects on us with a cerrelation and
speed which complelely changes Uwe polential fov

~the javasion of privacy., And how lcog can this

hidden prestitution of our intended government
continue without wyecking every (‘cmo"rﬂt'c C‘\:‘-
cept in our democy aUc s;.»tem"
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